76

Mining

portion sinking and becoming entangled in the fibres,
The usual method, however, was by moans of troughs
or ' buddies '. This washing was not only a necessary
preliminary to the smelting, but had an economic
importance, as it was at the wash that the ore was
divided when a claim was worked by partners, and the
tribute or share due to the lord of the soil was appor-
tioned ; it was also, towards the end of the mediaeval
period, the only place where the ore might be bought
by dealers.1 To prevent fraud it was therefore enacted

that due notice should be
given of washes, and no
secret buddies should be
used.

When we first get any
details of tin-working, in
1198, it was usual for
the tin to be smelted twice, the first being a rough
process performed near the tinfield, but the second,
or refining, being only permitted at special places
and in the presence of the officers of the stannaries.
The tin from the first smelting had to be stamped by
the royal officers within two weeks of smelting, a toll
being paid to the king at the same time of 2s. 6d. per
thousand-weight in Devon, and of 55. in Cornwall
Moreover, by the regulations of 1198, within thirteen
weeks the tin had to be resmelted and again stamped,
this time paying a tax of one mark.2 The double smelting
possibly ceased before the end of the thirteenth century.
In any case the fiscal arrangement was altered, and in
1302, not long after the stannaries had reverted to the
1 V. C. H. Cornwall, i. 539,            a Lewis, op. cit., 133-4.

Ancient block of tin